20                                     MONK

Officers of tried worth who could be trusted in the
quarrel were in high demand for lieutenant-colonels of
the newly-raised .regiments. Half the colonels were
noblemen of little experience, and the rest were occupied
with their duties on the staff. Monk, as a man who
despised politics and was without convictions, was in
every way fitted for a command, and his fair friend was
soon able to hand him his commission as lieutenant-
colonel of Lord Newport's regiment of foot.

Monk soon found plenty of work to do ; bat all his
efforts to turn his men into soldiers were thrown away.
In June, 1639, to his intense disgust a pacification was
patched up with the Scots, and the First Bishops' War
came to an ignominious end before a blow had been struck.
To Monk, whose narrow but enthusiastic patriotism had
been only increased by his service abroad, such a fiasco was
deeply mortifying. "With a stupid constancy, for which
it is Impossible not to love him, he clung through life
to the fixed idea that one Englishman was any day worth
two or three of any other nation. To face an army of
Scots for months and then come to terms without fighting
was a piece of pusillanimity he could not understand, and
never forgot.

Nor did the conduct of the Second Bishops' War
mend his opinion of the King. His regiment was amongst
the first that were ready to take the field. It was
present at the rout at Newburn Ford, where its lieu-
tenant-colonel distinguished himself by saving the
English guns. But with that disgraceful action the
campaign ended. Monk and a few other officers at the
Council of War urged every argument which the pedantic
strategy of the day could suggest in order to induce the the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